5. Trash and Recycling 

The Mews’ trash and recyclables are picked up every Tuesday. This section presents the practices and regulations we follow in throwing out materials and placing them out for pick-up.

Trash Removal
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Trash and recyclable removal in the Mews is handled by a commercial firm, AAA Recycling and Trash Removal, under contract with the Association.

Trash is picked up every Friday and recyclables are picked up every Monday morning (generally around 6:30). For your convenience, you may place your trash on the curb any time after 6 p.m. the evening before. Your neighbors can show you the pick-up site for your courtyard. Please place trash only at your designated pick-up spot. Fasten your bags securely to minimize animal invasions and the resulting mess. 

No trash pick-up is made on Christmas or New Year’s Day. 
Call AAA to arrange pick-up of large items (furniture, etc.). Rocks, concrete, dirt, bricks and cinder blocks will not be removed.
AAA Customer Service Center (8am - 5pm):  703-818-8222
After hours: www.aaatrash.com
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Recycling

Residents are required by law to recycle designated items. AAA provides curbside pickup of basic recyclable items, including glass, newspapers, mixed paper and flattened cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, plastic bottles, and yard waste. 

Please put the following items into the green plastic AAA recycling bin (if for some reason you don’t have a bin, call AAA and request one):
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Plastic bottles and jugs only (necks smaller than the rest of the container—milk jugs, soda bottles, detergent bottles, pill bottles, etc.). Check for the neck; don’t put any other plastics in the recycling bin 

· Aluminum and steel food and beverage cans 

· Glass bottles and jars (clear, green and brown glass); no window glass
Newspapers (including comics and glossy inserts) should be tied together with string or put into paper grocery bags. Mixed paper and cardboard should be put into paper grocery bags.

Yard waste (leaves, grass and plants, shrubs, prunings and twigs, and small branches under 6 inches in diameter) must be bundled, tied or contained in paper lawn bags or clear plastic, both available from a home improvement store. You may use paper yard waste bags, non-county issued containers, or transparent plastic bags. It’s important to distinguish yard waste from trash, as the county recycles it into mulch or compost. 
AAA will not pick up the items listed below, which must be taken to one of Fairfax County’s recycling facilities:

· Large limbs and prunings larger than 6 inches in diameter
· Construction debris
· Rechargeable and auto batteries (regular household batteries may be put in your trash)
· Hazardous waste, such as paint and motor oil
· Appliances
The closest full-service recycling center is the West Ox facility, at 4618 West Ox Road (66 West to Route 50 West; just past Fair Oaks Mall, west on Ox Road; facility is about ¼ mile on the right). You can take your large yard trimmings, recyclable and auto batteries, small and large appliances, used motor oil, and household hazardous waste* to this facility. You also can get free mulch here, in season. Different parts of this facility have different operating schedules, so call 703-324-5995 for hours.

The Fairfax County recycling web site has lists of special recycling events and organizations that accept donations of bicycles (www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/mat-bicycles.htm) and computers and monitors (www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/recycling/mat-comp.htm).

Pull out the recycling chart on page 5-3 to use for everyday reference.

*For detailed information regarding what constitutes “household hazardous waste” and what you can safely pour down your drain or put in your trash, go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/trash/disphhw.htm or call 703-324-5230 (TTY 711)


To keep the Mews looking nice, please don’t put your trash out any earlier than 6 p.m. on Monday.





A few incorrect plastic containers in your recycling bin can result in an entire truckload of plastic bottles and jugs being rejected.





CURBSIDE RECYCLING IN FAIRFAX COUNTY





Recyclables should be clean and empty; no food or soiled containers.
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