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NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:  TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 7:30 P.M. AT THE HOME OF GORDON 
SILCOX, 3159 COLCHESTER BROOK LANE 

ANNUAL MEETING:  THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 7:30 P.M. AT FAIRFAX CIRCLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
3110 CHICHESTER LANE, FAIRFAX, VA 22031 

 

Fondly Remembering Frank Kelly 
Long-time resident, community activist and for-
mer board president, Frank Kelly (after whom 
Kelly Circle is named), recently passed away at 
the age of 83.  He is remembered as an energetic 
and compassionate person who invested a great 
deal of time and energy into the community.  
Professionally, he headed the effort to acquire 
properties and right-of-way for the Metro system, 
thus leaving his mark on the region.  Frank served 
a total of eight years as board president, and his 
imprint on the Mews will last forever. 

Do not park in the Mews after 9:30 
a.m. on Monday, April 27th.  All streets 
and parking areas will be machine cleaned to re-
move the accumulated sand and debris resulting 
from winter snow and ice treatments.  Note that it 
will be a very dusty process.  Cleaning should be 
completed by 4:00 p.m. that afternoon. 

Cravens Boundary Update 
On April 10, the board of directors submitted a letter 
to Mr. Michael Hummel of H2 Companies, the com-
pany which proposes to construct the 14 new homes 
on the site of Cravens Nursery.  Informed by an en-
thusiastic response of nearly two-thirds of the house-
holds in the Mews, the letter articulated the clear 
preference for a continuous six-foot-high solid fence 
between the two properties, running along the entire 
southern end of Upper Eakin and Readsborough, 
with no gates or openings for access anywhere in the 
fence.  Other stated preferences were for a dark 
brown board-on-board (either wood or synthetic 
composite material), for trees and shrubs along both 
sides of the fence, and for no security lighting along 
the fence. 
 

In its letter, the board conveyed three other major 
concerns and requests to H2 Companies: 
 

1.  To ensure that no storm water runoff from the new 
development come down the hill onto our property. 
2.  To remove bamboo and brambles on both sides of 
the property line, which if left alone will expand un-
der both sides of the new fence, causing damage. 
3.  To review of the current plan for managing traffic 
exiting the new development to find ways to mitigate 
the potential for a free-for-all merge on the access 
road between vehicles exiting the Mews and vehicles 
exiting the new development. 
 

The next step in the process will be a public hearing 
to be conducted before the Fairfax County Planning 
Commission on Thursday, April 16 at 8:15 PM in 
the Board Auditorium, Lobby Level, Government 
Center Building, 12000 Government Center Park-
way, Fairfax. VA.  For more detailed information on 
the meeting, copy and paste the below link into your 
browser, which will take you to the Planning Com-
mission's calendar.  From there, navigate to "April", 
and scroll down to Thursday, April 16.  The hearing 
number is RZ 2013-PR-014 and the applicant is 
Ausable, LLC.  Residents are encouraged to attend. 
 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning/meetingcale
ndar.htm 
 

For a copy of the board's letter to H2 Companies 
and/or a copy of the site development plan, please 
contact any member of the board of directors. 
 

Parking Update 

The board has retained Mr. Bob Brown, the civil 
engineer who prepared the parking study, to as-
sist with the process to obtain approvals and 
permits for community curb relocation (to in-



crease the number of parking spaces).  The first 
step will be a face to face meeting with the County 
Fire Marshal to present the Board’s plans and seek 
preliminary agreement to proceed.  The second 
step will be to identify the specific permits re-
quired and the respective steps necessary to apply 
for them.  The meeting with the Fire Marshal is 
expected to occur before the end of the April.  

2015-16 Budget Passed 
The board of directors has passed the 2015-16 
budget, which takes effect on May 1.  The budget 
includes a 1.7% annual assessment increase.  This 
increase is in line with the increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index as stated in association cove-
nants.  Each of you should have received a notice 
in the mail last week from GHA Community 
Management reflecting the assessment increase. 

Bloom Day 2015 
The community will hold its spring “Bloom Day” 
on Saturday, May 2, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
As always, we’ll convene at Kelly’s Circle and go 
from there.  This is the time each spring and fall 
that community members get together to do a 
couple of hours of volunteer work for the better-
ment of the community.  This year the main pro-
jects involve planting flowers, plants and shrubs 
at the Mews entrance, and also some plantings in 
Kelly Circle.  You are all are welcome for whatev-
er time you can contribute.  It’s a good way to 
meet some of your neighbors and for any of your 
middle- or high-school students to earn sanc-
tioned community service hours! 

Unauthorized Tree Cutting 
Three separate cases of unauthorized cutting of 
trees located on common ground have occurred 
during the past month at various places in the 
community.  The work was not done by profes-
sional arborists and the result is a number of un-
sightly branch stumps which leave the trees vul-
nerable to disease.  In two cases, the Board is ask-
ing the residents to reimburse it for the cost of 
having the affected trees pruned professionally.  
Please remember that authorization from the Ar-
chitectural Control Committee (ACC) is required 
before you carry out any tree trimming, even if 
you think it is on your own private property.  This 
will enable the ACC to confirm that the tree is 
indeed on your property, that the cutting will not 
impact negatively on the surrounding grounds, 
and that a competent professional will do the 
work. 

 
 

Architectural Control Committee 
Update 
The Architectural Control Committee is currently 
working on updating architectural standards (e.g., 
for windows, patio fences, etc.) A Spring inspec-
tion of homeowner compliance with architectural 
standards is planned for late April or early May. 

Odds and Ends . . .     

New and improved way to contact the board 
via the website.   In the aftermath of the debacle 
of the "Contact Us" feature of our website failing 
to transmit your Cravens boundary survey re-
sponses, we're happy to announce a better way 
for you to communicate with the board via the 
website.  The feature, called "Contact the Board!", 
appears on the left side on the home page of 
www.inthemews.com.  It's a simple form, similar 
to the one found in the "Contact Us" tab on the 
upper right side of the homepage.  And - best of 
all - it works!  The "Contact Us" tab has been re-
moved from the website. 

Check your chimney caps.  Our community 
is now 40 years old and our brick chimneys are 
showing wear and tear.  Take a look your chim-
ney today.  If it has black smudges on the bricks 
near the top, it may require repair by chimney 
professionals.  The black marks are not made by 
smoke, but rather by mold caused by moisture 
leaking in through a deteriorated chimney cap.  
The moisture loosens the mortar in the chimney 
and can even cause it to fall out. The longer this 
goes on without attention, the more costly will be 
the repair.  Many chimneys have been fixed in 
recent years, but others still require attention.  

You can report potholes to VDOT.  Though 
winter may finally be over, we are frequently 
reminded of it in the form of nasty potholes.  If 
you see one, you can report it directly to VDOT 
three different ways: 
 

• Visiting the VDOT website at 
www.virginiadot.org/travel/citizen.asp 

• E-mailing novainfo@vdot.virginia.gov 
• Calling VDOT's Customer Service Center at  

1-800-FOR-ROAD (1-800-367-7623) 
 

Current Real Estate Activity: 
For Sale:  3140 Delburne Ct, listed on April 3, for 
$469,900.  This B model backs to Craven's and is 
tenant occupied.  Real estate data provided by 
Ginny Howden, Long and Foster Realtors. 

 
 

 
 


