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MINUTES OF 

CHESTERFIELD MEWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  

Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 
 

March 22, 2016 
 

 

 

Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Chesterfield Mews Community Association board of 

directors was held at the home of Ginny Howden, located at 3165 Eakin Park Court, Fairfax, Virginia. 

The meeting convened at 7:35 p.m.  Gordon Silcox presided and Bill Saint took minutes as secretary. 
 

Board Members in Attendance:   

Syed Ali  Sindhu Thomas 

Ginny Howden  John Whitlock  

Bill Saint  Jimmy Xu 

Rosina Schacknies  Absent: 

Gordon Silcox          Kevin Noca 

                         

SCS Staff in Attendance:  Daniel Danko, Portfolio Community Manager. 
 

Community Members in Attendance:  Cara and Anthony Fratta of Colchester Brook Lane, Helen 

Fortner of Eakin Park Court. 
 

Open Forum:  New residents Cara and Anthony Fratta of Colchester Brook Lane introduced themselves. 

Two Board members reported drainage problems behind their residences, caused in part by runoff from 

neighbor’s downspouts.  A complaint was made regarding the poor state of landscaping at 3165 Colchester 

Brook Lane and SCS was requested to send a letter asking for remediation.  A second complaint was voiced 

concerning the proliferation of private items in public view and the Architectural Control Committee was 

asked to call attention to these eyesores. 
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the February 16, 2016 board meeting were reviewed. A motion to 

approve the minutes as amended was made, seconded and carried.   
 

Treasurer’s Report: Jimmy Xu presented the draft budget prepared by SCS.  Following discussion, 

some board members requested more time to study the budget proposal.  Daniel Danko asked that 

members send him their comments by March 30
th
 so that the 2016 budget could be circulated for Board 

approval in timely fashion.   
 

Committee and Work Area Reports: 

1. Grounds Working Group: The GWG monthly report had previously been distributed.  John Whitlock 

clarified that although initial response from Fairfax County to the Association’s Conservation Assistance 

Program funding application had been encouraging, communications had recently stalled without 

explanation.  Bill Saint was asked to phone and ask for a status report. 

 

2.  Grounds Liaison:  Bill Saint reported that tree trimming approved at the February meeting had been 

completed; a contract in the amount of $150 with Professional Grounds was approved to clear sweet gum 

seed pods and other debris from the tennis court/playground; no fertilization of shrubs will be undertaken 

this year; Professional Grounds has been asked to avoid piling mulch around individual tree trunks; and 

someone has dumped two piles of brush trimmings on the back side of the county overflow reservoir. 
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Grounds Project Priorities:  Saint also reported on the results of the Board members’ prioritization of 

grounds projects for 2016.   The highest ranked six projects were ordered as follows:  (1) replenish 

landscaping in Kelly Circle in ways that discourage vehicle crossings; (2) install aprons and shrubs as 

needed around 8 to 10 mailboxes; (3) clean out sediment and reset stones in four swales; (4) address 

serious erosion and tree root damage west of lower Eakin Park by extending several homeowner 

downspouts over common area to drain; (5) create a 200 ft. excavated path of wood chips from the SE 

corner of the tennis court to the Accotink Trail; and (6) grade and plant ground cover on the hillside 

between 3145 and 3151 Readsborough to stop erosion and add steps for safe homeowner access. 
 

4. Architectural Control: Ginny Howden reported that preparations are underway for Spring inspection; 

and that while only one of two Colchester Brook Lane residents affected by rotting retaining walls had 

been able to produce a plat, the plat shows the retaining wall to be on common ground.  A motion to 

update the three May 2015 bids for replacement of these two retaining walls was made, seconded, and 

carried with a vote of 6 – 1.   
 

Management Report:  Daniel Danko advised that it would be prudent for the Association to take out 

workman’s compensation insurance for the community at an annual cost of $495.  A decision on this was 

deferred to the April Board meeting. 
 

Old Business 
 

Community acquisition of Guysborough:  Rosina Schacknies briefed the Board on progress in preparing an 

application to the county for it to “vacate” its interest in Guysborough (from the entrance to Kelly Circle) 

in favor of the community.  The application requires a detailed land survey and title search at a proposed 

cost of $2,700.  Approval of this amount was moved, seconded and passed with a vote of 6 – 1.  
 

Pre-construction Walkthrough of Bear Branch Terrace:  Board and GWG members participated with 

Fairfax County and developer representatives in a pre-construction walkthrough on the former Craven’s 

Nursery property.  Comments made on this occasion suggested the need for the Board to seek 

confirmation of its earlier understandings with the developer regarding the cutting of certain trees, the 

planting of replacement landscaping, and the timing of property line fence construction.  Gordon Silcox 

circulated a draft communication with this purpose, and asked for timely GWG inputs in order to transmit 

community concerns as soon as possible. 
 

New Business 
 

Curb and Sidewalk Survey:  Rosina Schacknies and Helen Fortner distributed the results of their survey 

of neighborhood curbs and sidewalk squares in need of repair.  Daniel Danko was asked to identify three 

vendors who could be invited to bid on this work. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next board meeting is scheduled for April 26, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Bill 

Saint located at 3179 Colchester Brook Lane. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the meeting, upon motion duly made 

and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 

          

 
           Secretary   

 

 
                                            

     

          

April 26, 2016 

Approved 

    

 


